COMMUNITY RENEWABLE ENERGY ACT – UTAH HOUSE BILL 411
To review and discuss participation in the Community
Renewable Energy Act.

Approval of a joint resolution to pursue participation in
the Community Renewable Energy Act – Utah House Bill
411. (9-0)
The City Council will discuss a resolution to pursue participation
in the Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411).
October 1, 2019
The City Council held an initial discussion to review the
Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411) along with the city’s
involvement in the Utah Energy Wise Communities program.
Joseph Linford, Chair of the Natural Resources and Sustainability
Stewardship (NRSS) Committee, provided an overview of the
committee recommendation. Representatives were also present
from Rocky Mountain Power, Utah Clean Energy and the Utah
Governor’s Office of Energy Development.
The Council discussion included the goal of net-100% renewable
electric energy. Through the Community Renewable Energy Act,
net-100% renewable energy is accomplished by Rocky Mountain
Power using renewable electric energy in an amount equal to the
annual use of program participants. This goal would be
accomplished through acquiring new renewable energy
resources and modifying customer rate structures to reflect this
change.
The discussion concluded with a determination that the Council
would have follow-up discussion on this item to:
•
•
•

Receive additional information;
Discuss sustainability goals; and
Determine how best to proceed.
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June 26, 2019
The City Council sent a letter to the Natural Resources and
Sustainability Stewardship Committee requesting a
recommendation relative to the Community Renewable Energy
Act (HB 411).
Community Renewable Energy Act – HB 411
The Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411) was enacted in
2019 for cities to establish and achieve a goal to source net-100%
electric energy use from renewable resources by 2030.
Participation in the Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411)
requires: adoption of a city resolution, an initial agreement with
Rocky Mountain Power to develop program guidelines with other
participating jurisdictions, submitting an application to the Utah
Public Service Commission, who will regulate the act, and
consideration of an ordinance to define program guidelines. The
bill was developed in coordination with communities who have
existing renewable energy goals.
The Utah Public Service Commission will develop rules for
creation and administration of the program. This will address
issues like customer termination fees, considerations for
electricity rates and the process for procuring renewable energy
resources.
Rocky Mountain Power will manage the process for developing
the renewable energy resources required to meet the needs of
participating communities, and Rocky Mountain Power will have
the option to own any new resources that are acquired and
developed as a result.
Rocky Mountain Power needs to have an estimated number to
work from in establishing the amount of needed renewable
energy resources to create and develop the program, and the
associated rate costs in relation to this.
To undergo this process, the utility would compile a year’s worth
of usage data for the city. This amount would then be used to
determine the amount of expected user electric power
consumption (based on the estimated number of users expected
to opt-out).
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The predicted amount is used moving forward. If there are more
users that opt-out than expected, the city would be required to fill
a funding gap for the necessary equipment to transition to
renewable energy resources. If there are less users than expected
who opt out, this will also need to be navigated.
Process for Community Renewable Energy Act – HB 411
Participation in the Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411)
includes a multi-step process:
1. Resolution to Consider Program/Initiate Process. Adopt a
resolution, no later than Dec. 31, 2019, stating a city goal to achieve
net-100% renewable electric energy by 2030;
2. Initial Agreement. Enter into an agreement with Rocky Mountain
Power to determine program guidelines and costs. City costs
associated with this process have not yet been determined and will
likely be based on the number of other participating communities;
3. Prospective Utility Rates. Receive prospective utility rates for
participating customers in the city to achieve net-100% renewable
electric energy by 2030 (Please note, rates will evolve and adjust
over time based on program guidelines and provisions adopted by
the Utah Public Service Commission);
4. Public Outreach. Reach out to the public to receive feedback
regarding city participation in the program;
5. Program Application. File an application with the Utah Public
Service Commission to create the program locally; and
6. Final City Consideration. Consider an ordinance to solidify city
participation and program guidelines, within 90 days of the Utah
Public Service Commission’s approval of the program application.
If an ordinance is adopted, all Rocky Mountain Power customers
would automatically be enrolled in the program, with a provision to
opt-out without customer penalty at least within the first three
billing cycles after the rate adjustment.

Prospective
Utility Rates

Resolution

Initial
Agreement

Program
Application

Public
Outreach

Final City
Consideration

(Not a statutory
requirement)
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Consideration in Other Utah Communities
A number of other Utah communities are pursing and evaluating
participation in the Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411)
or other renewable energy goals. Council staff has had
discussions with Salt Lake City and Provo City to learn more.
Salt Lake City has adopted a resolution to pursue participation in
the Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411). During 2015,
Salt Lake City started discussing renewable energy with Rocky
Mountain Power. This discussion continued into late 2016, when
the City Council and Mayor signed a joint resolution to establish
clean energy goals for the city. These goals outline the city’s
commitment to address climate change, global warming and
carbon pollution. The joint resolution establishes two interrelated
goals: 100% Renewable Energy for Community Electricity Supply
by 2030; and 80% Reduction in Community Greenhouse Gas
Emissions by 2040, compared to 2009 baseline.
Provo City operates its own power utility and is not eligible to
participate in the Community Renewable Energy Act (HB 411).
Provo City has established a 50% renewable energy goal by 2030
based largely on the falling costs of renewable energy. The city
determined this goal in consideration of existing contracts with
energy production companies.
HB 411 and Other Utah Communities
Adopted Resolutions (5)
Considering Resolutions (7)
• Cottonwood Heights
• Eagle Mountain
• Moab
• Holladay
• Park City
• Layton
• Salt Lake City
• Millcreek
• Summit County
• Ogden
• Sandy
• South Jordan

Utah Energy Wise Communities
Ogden is participating in a new pilot program that is being
developed through grant funds awarded to the Utah Office of
Energy Development to reduce community energy use and
consumption. This includes development of a city energy
efficiency and resiliency plan. The State of Utah selected Ogden
because of its commitment to affordable, safe and healthy
housing for residents, income diversity, and aging and historic
infrastructure.
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Programming is focused specifically on cost-effective ways to
reduce energy use through existing and possibly new programs
to help the city, residents and businesses to use more energy
efficient technologies.
Ogden will be the first Utah Energy Wise Community and a model
for others to replicate. Utah Clean Energy is supporting plan
development in partnership with: Ogden City, the Utah Office of
Energy Development, Rocky Mountain Power and Dominion
Energy. The development of this plan includes:
•
•
•
•

Convening stakeholders;
Identifying relevant technical assistance resources;
Identifying financing and assistance programs for
implementation; and
Off-setting the impact of high energy costs for low and
moderate income households.

The plan entails completing community-level energy
consumption analysis, demand-side management programs and
resources, and measures of success relative to city participation.
This program is anticipated to provide energy savings for Ogden,
fewer emissions from more efficient buildings and clear
pathways to work with the state and local utilities. Program
effectiveness will be assessed through various measures:
Ogden’s energy use baseline, annual energy savings, dollars
saved, job creation, use of utility programs and quantifying
emission reductions based on energy savings.
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The Natural Resources and Sustainability Stewardship
Committee held three discussions in consideration of this item,
including presentations from Utah Clean Energy, Utah Rep.
Stephen Handy (sponsor of the Community Renewable Energy
Act - HB 411) and Salt Lake City. This discussion also included
the Utah Energy Wise Communities pilot program in Ogden.
Public Comments
The Committee received public comment during two of its
meetings regarding this item. Individuals expressed overall
support for city participation in this program. However, there was
also commentary about looking to pursue partnerships with other
electric-related companies, like Tesla.
September 26, 2019 - Committee Recommendation
The Committee voted unanimously (9-0) to recommend that the
city adopt a resolution to begin the steps to consider
participating in the Community Renewable Energy Act program.
The City Council will determine its consideration of a resolution
to participate in the Community Renewable Energy Act. The
process includes being a participant, with others who have
adopted a resolution, and funding the establishment of program
guidelines to determine relative rate structures. This would then
be followed by an extensive public engagement process, and per
State Law includes an opt-out provision for residents who aren’t
interested in participating.
Some additional and possibly alternative options have been
identified for the Council’s consideration:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish a different timeline for the net-100% renewable
electric energy city goal (2035, 2040, 2050, etc.);
Pursue a separate partnership with Rocky Mountain Power to
accomplish varied goals;
Pursue U.S. Department of Energy federal grant programs;
Increase Utah Energy Wise Communities focus/resources;
Promote resident/business use of solar panels through
development of a city grant solar program;
Develop an energy master plan for the city; and/or
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•

Coordinate efforts with the city’s Natural Resources and
Sustainability Stewardship Committee to develop additional
options.

1.
2.

Draft Resolution
Community Renewable Energy Act – House Bill 411
a. Community Renewable Energy Act Guidelines
b. House Bill 411
Utah Energy Wise Communities – Project Overview
Council letter to Natural Resources and Sustainability
Stewardship Committee – June 26, 2019
Minutes from Natural Resources and Sustainability
Stewardship Committee Meetings
a. June 27, 2019; July 25, 2019; and August 22, 2019

3.
4.
5.

Council Staff Contact: Amy Sue Mabey, (801)629-8629
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE OGDEN CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR REGARDING
THE UTAH COMMUNITY RENEWABLE ENERGY ACT.
WHEREAS, electric energy is a vital yet limited resource that impacts the daily lives of
Ogden residents. The city is conscientious of maintaining ready access to electric energy resources
while also addressing the resource limitations and environmental impacts that result from
generating electric energy; and
WHEREAS, during the 2019 General Session, the Utah Legislature adopted the
Community Renewable Energy Act (House Bill 411). This was signed into effect by Governor
Gary Herbert on March 29, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the Community Renewable Energy Act provides a mechanism for cities to
establish a community goal for electric energy to be sourced from net-100% renewable resources
by the year 2030. The city is also granted the option to partner with Rocky Mountain Power, a
qualified utility per Utah Code § 54-17-801, to accomplish this goal; and
WHEREAS, the transition to renewable electric energy entails modified utility rates that
provide a revenue stream for the purchase, maintenance and use of additional renewable energy
infrastructure. This approach includes an opt-out provision for residents who choose not to
participate; and
WHEREAS, Ogden City has established a Natural Resources and Sustainability
Stewardship Committee to advise the City Council and the Mayor. Upon the Council’s request
for review, the Committee has provided a favorable recommendation for the city to adopt a
resolution outlining its intent to transition to net-100% renewable electric energy by 2030 and to
consider participating in the Community Renewable Energy Act as additional information
becomes available.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE OGDEN CITY COUNCIL
AND MAYOR MICHAEL P. CALDWELL:
SECTION 1. That Ogden City establishes a goal to pursue sourcing net-100% of its
annual electric energy supply (for participating customers) from renewable energy resources by
2030. The city is committed to considering forthcoming options to expand use of renewable
energy resources per the Community Renewable Energy Act (House Bill 411) as determined
feasible and appropriate.
SECTION 2. Ogden’s renewable electric energy goal is intended to support and enhance
the health, safety and general welfare of its residents.
SECTION 3. As a result of this stated goal, the city intends to review and consider
options that will become available to accomplish this, per Utah Code Ann. § 54-17-903:
1

1. Consideration of an agreement with a qualified utility (Rocky Mountain Power);
2. Consideration of a city ordinance to establish participation in the program, including
customer notification, provisions to opt-out and other terms and conditions that will later
be solidified by the Utah Public Service Commission.
SECTION 4. Ogden City recognizes that several details, utility rates and other
information relative to the Community Renewable Energy Act have yet to be developed and
finalized. In light of this, Ogden will seek and consider public input prior to adopting an
ordinance that designates the city as a participant in the Community Renewable Energy Act.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Ogden City Council this ____ day of October, 2019.

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

BEN NADOLSKI, COUNCIL CHAIR

MICHAEL P. CALDWELL, MAYOR

ATTEST:

__________________________________
APPROVED AS TO FORM: _______________
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10
11

LONG TITLE

12

General Description:

13

This bill enacts the Community Renewable Energy Act in the Public Utilities Code.

14

Highlighted Provisions:

15

This bill:

16

< enacts the Community Renewable Energy Act;

17

< defines terms and program requirements under the act;

18

< outlines the role and rulemaking authority of the Utah Public Service Commission

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

in approving a community renewable energy program under the act;
< establishes and clarifies options for customer participation and nonparticipation in
programs under the act;
< provides an initial opt-out period for a participating customer to elect to leave the
community renewable energy program without penalty;
< establishes procedures concerning rates, customer billing, and renewable energy
resource acquisition under the act; and
< makes technical changes.
Money Appropriated in this Bill:
None
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Other Special Clauses:
None

31

Utah Code Sections Affected:

32

ENACTS:

33

54-17-901, Utah Code Annotated 1953

34

54-17-902, Utah Code Annotated 1953

35

54-17-903, Utah Code Annotated 1953

36

54-17-904, Utah Code Annotated 1953

37

54-17-905, Utah Code Annotated 1953

38

54-17-906, Utah Code Annotated 1953

39

54-17-907, Utah Code Annotated 1953

40

54-17-908, Utah Code Annotated 1953

41

54-17-909, Utah Code Annotated 1953

42
43
44

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 54-17-901 is enacted to read:

45

Part 9. Community Renewable Energy Act

46

54-17-901. Community Renewable Energy Act.

47

This part is known as the "Community Renewable Energy Act."

48

Section 2. Section 54-17-902 is enacted to read:

49

54-17-902. Definitions.

50

As used in this part:

51

(1) (a) "Auxiliary services" means those services necessary to safely and reliably:

52

(i) interconnect and transmit electric power from any renewable energy resource

53

constructed or acquired for a community renewable energy program; and

54

(ii) integrate and supplement electric power from any renewable energy resource.

55

(b) "Auxiliary services" shall include applicable Federal Energy Regulatory

56

Commission requirements governing transmission and interconnection services.
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57

(2) "Commission" means the Public Service Commission created in Section 54-1-1.

58

(3) "Community renewable energy program" means the program approved by the

59

commission under Section 54-17-904 that allows a qualified utility to provide electric service

60

from one or more renewable energy resources to a participating customer within a participating

61

community.

62

(4) "County" means the unincorporated area of a county.

63

(5) "Division" means the Division of Public Utilities created in Section 54-4a-1.

64

(6) (a) "Initial opt-out period" means the period of time immediately after the

65

community renewable energy program's commencement, as established by the commission by

66

rule made pursuant to Section 54-17-909, during which a participating customer may elect to

67

leave the program without penalty.

68
69

(b) "Initial opt-out period" may not be shorter than three typical billing cycles of the
qualified utility.

70

(7) "Municipality" means a city or a town as defined in Section 10-1-104.

71

(8) "Office" means the Office of Consumer Services created in Section 54-10a-101.

72

(9) "Ongoing costs" means the costs allocated to the state for transmission and

73

distribution facilities, retail services, and generation assets that are not replaced assets.

74

(10) "Participating community" means a municipality or a county:

75

(a) whose residents are served by a qualified utility; and

76

(b) the municipality or county meets the requirements in Section 54-17-903.

77

(11) "Participating customer" means:

78

(a) a customer of a qualified utility located within the boundary of a municipality or

79

county where a community renewable energy program has been approved by the commission;

80

and

81
82

(b) the customer has not exercised the right to not participate in the community
renewable energy program as provided in Section 54-17-905.

83

(12) "Qualified utility" means the same as that term is defined in Section 54-17-801.

84

(13) "Renewable electric energy supply" means incremental renewable energy
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85

resources that are developed to meet the equivalent of the annual electric energy consumption

86

of participating customers within a participating community.

87

(14) "Renewable energy resource" means:

88

(a) electric energy generated by a source that is naturally replenished and includes one

89

or more of the following:

90

(i) wind;

91

(ii) solar photovoltaic or thermal solar technology;

92

(iii) a geothermal resource; or

93

(iv) a hydroelectric plant; or

94

(b) use of an energy efficient and sustainable technology the commission has approved

95

for implementation that:

96

(i) increases efficient energy usage;

97

(ii) is capable of being used for demand response; or

98

(iii) facilitates the use and development of renewable generation resources through

99

electrical grid management or energy storage.

100

(15) "Replaced asset" means an existing thermal energy resource:

101

(a) that was built or acquired, in whole or in part, by a qualified utility to serve the

102
103
104

qualified utility's customers, including customers within a participating community;
(b) that was built or acquired prior to commission approval and the effective date of the
community renewable energy program; and

105

(c) to the extent the asset is no longer used to serve participating customers.

106

Section 3. Section 54-17-903 is enacted to read:

107

54-17-903. Program requirement for a municipality or county.

108

(1) Customers of a qualified utility may be served by the community renewable energy

109

program described in this part if the municipality or county satisfies the requirements of

110

Subsection (2).

111

(2) The municipality or county in which the customer resides shall:

112

(a) adopt a resolution no later than December 31, 2019, that states a goal of achieving
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113

an amount equivalent to 100% of the annual electric energy supply for participating customers

114

from a renewable energy resource by 2030;

115

(b) enter into an agreement with a qualified utility:

116

(i) with the stipulation of payment by the municipality or county to the qualified utility

117

for the costs of:

118

(A) third-party expertise contracted for by the division and the office, for assistance

119

with activities associated with initial approval of the community renewable energy program;

120

and

121
122
123

(B) providing notice to the municipality's or county's customers as provided in Section
54-17-905;
(ii) determining the obligation for the payment of any termination charges under

124

Subsection 54-17-905(3) that are not paid by a participating customer and not included in

125

participating customer rates under Subsections 54-17-904 (2) and (4); and

126

(iii) identifying any initially proposed replaced asset;

127

(c) adopt a local ordinance that:

128

(i) establishes participation in the renewable energy program; and

129

(ii) is consistent with the terms of the agreement entered into with the qualified utility

130

under Subsection (2)(b); and

131

(d) comply with any other terms or conditions required by the commission.

132

(3) The local ordinance required in Subsection (2)(c) shall be adopted by the

133

municipality or county within 90 days after the date of the commission order approving the

134

community renewable energy program.

135

Section 4. Section 54-17-904 is enacted to read:

136

54-17-904. Authority of commission to approve a community renewable energy

137
138

program.
(1) After the commission has adopted administrative rules as required under Section

139

54-17-909, a qualified utility may file an application with the commission for approval of a

140

community renewable energy program.

-5-

H.B. 411

Enrolled Copy

141

(2) The application shall include:

142

(a) the names of each municipality and county to be served by the community

143

renewable energy program;

144

(b) a map of the geographic boundaries of each municipality and county;

145

(c) the number of customers served by the qualified utility within those boundaries;

146

(d) projected rates for participating customers that take into account:

147

(i) the estimated number of customers expected to participate in the program;

148

(ii) the quantifiable costs and benefits to the qualified utility and all of the qualified

149

utility's customers in their capacity as ratepayers of the qualified utility, excluding costs or

150

benefits that do not directly affect the qualified utility, including as applicable:

151

(A) replaced assets;

152

(B) auxiliary services; and

153

(C) new renewable energy resources used to serve the community renewable energy

154

program; and

155

(iii) the ongoing costs at the time of the application;

156

(e) the agreement entered into with the qualified utility under Section 54-17-903;

157

(f) a proposed plan established by the participating community addressing low-income

158
159
160

programs and assistance;
(g) a proposed solicitation process for the acquisition of renewable energy resources as
provided in Section 54-17-908; and

161

(h) any other information the commission may require by rule.

162

(3) The commission may approve an application for a community renewable energy

163
164

program if the commission finds:
(a) the application meets all of the requirements in this section and administrative rules

165

adopted by the commission in accordance with Sections 54-17-908 and 54-17-909 to

166

implement this part; and

167

(b) the community renewable energy program is in the public interest.

168

(4) The rates approved by the commission for participating customers:
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(a) shall be based on the factors included in Subsection (2)(d) and any other factor
determined by the commission to be in the public interest;

171

(b) may not result in any shift of costs or benefits to any nonparticipating customer, or

172

any other customer of the qualified utility beyond the participating community boundaries; and

173

(c) shall take into account any quantifiable benefits to the qualified utility, and the

174

qualified utility's customers, including participating customers in their capacity as ratepayers of

175

the qualified utility, excluding costs or benefits that do not directly affect the qualified utility's

176

costs of service.

177
178
179

(5) (a) Each municipality or county included in the application shall be a party to the
regulatory proceeding.
(b) A municipality or county identified in the application shall provide information to

180

all relevant parties in accordance with the commission's rules for discovery, notwithstanding

181

Title 63G, Chapter 2, Government Records Access and Management Act.

182
183

(6) The community renewable energy program may not be implemented until after the
municipality or county adopts the ordinance required in Section 54-17-903.

184

Section 5. Section 54-17-905 is enacted to read:

185

54-17-905. Customer participation -- Election not to participate.

186

(1) (a) After commission approval of a community renewable energy program and

187

adoption of the ordinance by the participating community as required in Section 54-17-903, a

188

qualified utility shall provide notice to each of its customers within the participating

189

community that includes:

190
191

(i) the projected rates and terms of participation in the community renewable energy
program approved by the commission;

192

(ii) an estimated comparison to otherwise applicable existing rates;

193

(iii) an explanation that the customer may elect to not participate in the community

194

renewable energy program by notifying the qualified utility; and

195

(iv) any other information required by the commission.

196

(b) The qualified utility shall provide the notice required under Subsection (1)(a) to
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each customer:
(i) no less than twice within the period of 60 days immediately preceding the date
required to opt out of the community renewable energy program; and

200

(ii) separately from the customer's monthly billing.

201

(c) The qualified utility shall provide the information required under Subsection (1)(a)

202

in person to each customer with an electric load of one megawatt or greater measured at a

203

single meter.

204

(2) (a) An existing customer of the qualified utility may elect to not participate in the

205

community renewable energy program and continue to pay applicable existing rates by giving

206

notice to the qualified utility in the manner and within the time period determined by the

207

commission.

208

(b) After implementation of the community renewable energy program:

209

(i) a customer that previously elected not to participate in the program may become a

210

participating customer as allowed by commission rules and by giving notice to the qualified

211

utility in the manner required by the commission; and

212

(ii) a customer of the qualified utility that begins taking electric service within a

213

participating community after the date of implementation of the community renewable energy

214

program shall:

215

(A) be given notice as determined by the commission; and

216

(B) shall become a participating customer unless the person elects not to participate by

217

giving notice to the qualified utility in the manner and within the time period determined by the

218

commission.

219

(3) (a) A customer that does not opt out of the community renewable energy program

220

under Subsection (2) may later discontinue participation in the community renewable energy

221

program as allowed by the commission as described in Subsection (3)(b) or (c).

222

(b) (i) During the initial opt-out period, a participating customer may elect to leave the

223

program by giving notice to the qualified utility in the manner determined by the commission.

224

(ii) A participating customer that opts out as described in Subsection (3)(b)(i) is not
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subject to a termination charge.

226
227

(c) After the community renewable energy program's initial opt-out period, a
participating customer may elect to leave the program by:

228
229

H.B. 411

(i) giving notice to the qualified utility in the manner determined by the commission;
and

230

(ii) paying a termination charge as determined by the commission that may include the

231

cost of renewable energy resources acquired or constructed for the community renewable

232

energy program that are not being utilized by participating customers as necessary to prevent

233

shifting costs to other customers of the qualified utility.

234

(4) (a) A customer of a qualified utility that is annexed into the boundaries of a

235

participating community after the effective date of the community renewable energy program

236

shall be given notice as provided in Subsection (1) advising the customer of the option to opt

237

out of the program.

238

(b) A participating customer located in a portion of a county that is annexed into a

239

municipality that is not a participating community shall continue to be included in the

240

renewable energy program if the customer remains a customer of the qualified utility.

241
242

(c) If a participating customer is annexed into a municipality that provides electric
service to the municipality's residents:

243

(i) the customer may continue to be served by the qualified utility under the community

244

renewable energy program if the qualified utility enters into an agreement with the municipality

245

under Section 54-3-30; or

246
247

(ii) the municipality shall pay the termination charge for each participating customer
that is no longer served by the qualified utility.

248

(5) A residential customer that is participating in the net metering program under Title

249

54, Chapter 15, Net Metering of Electricity, may not be a participating customer under this

250

part.

251
252

(6) (a) The cost of providing notice under Subsection (1) shall be paid by the
participating communities.
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(b) All other notices required under this section shall be paid for as program costs and
recovered through participating customers' rates.

255

Section 6. Section 54-17-906 is enacted to read:

256

54-17-906. Customer billing.

257

The qualified utility shall:

258

(1) include information on its monthly bills to participating customers identifying the

259

community renewable energy program cost; and

260
261

(2) provide notice to participating customers of any change in rate for participation in
the community renewable energy program.

262

Section 7. Section 54-17-907 is enacted to read:

263

54-17-907. Rate adjustment filing -- Modification of rates for participating

264

customers.

265

(1) (a) The qualified utility may make a rate adjustment filing, not more than annually,

266

with the commission to adjust rates for participating customers to reflect any changes in the

267

quantifiable costs and benefits of the community renewable energy program.

268

(b) The rate adjustment filing may not include any changes to ongoing costs.

269

(2) The commission shall determine the content and filing requirements for the filing

270

by administrative rules as described in Section 54-17-909.

271

(3) The commission shall determine rate changes which shall become effective within

272

90 days after the date of the filing, unless otherwise determined by the commission for good

273

cause.

274

Section 8. Section 54-17-908 is enacted to read:

275

54-17-908. Acquisition of renewable energy resources.

276

(1) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

277

commission shall make rules outlining a competitive solicitation process for the acquisition of

278

renewable assets acquired by the qualified utility for purposes of this act.

279

(2) The solicitation rules shall include the following provisions:

280

(a) solar photovoltaic or thermal solar energy facilities may be acquired under the
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provisions of Section 54-17-807;
(b) renewable energy resources developed under this part shall be constructed or

283

acquired subject to an option by the qualified utility to own the renewable energy resource so

284

long as including the option in a solicitation is in the interest of participating customers and

285

other customers of the qualified utility; and

286

(c) any other requirement determined by the commission to be in the public interest.

287

(3) Upon completion of a solicitation under this section and the rules adopted by the

288

commission to implement this section, the commission may approve cost recovery for a

289

renewable energy resource for the community renewable energy program if approval of the

290

renewable energy resource:

291

(a) complies with the provisions of this part;

292

(b) does not result in shifting of costs or benefits to other customers of the qualified

293

utility; and

294

(c) is in the public interest.

295

Section 9. Section 54-17-909 is enacted to read:

296

54-17-909. Commission rulemaking authority.

297

In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

298

commission shall adopt rules to implement this part, including:

299

(1) establishing the initial opt-out period;

300

(2) the terms and conditions of the agreement under Section 54-17-903;

301

(3) the content and filing of an application under Section 54-17-904;

302

(4) the notice requirements under Section 54-17-905;

303

(5) the standards for determining when a termination charge is applicable and the

304
305
306

amount and timing of a termination charge under Subsection 54-17-905(3);
(6) the content and filing requirements for the annual filing under Subsection
54-17-907(2);

307

(7) the solicitation requirements under Section 54-17-908; and

308

(8) any other requirements determined by the commission necessary to protect the
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public interest and to implement this part.

- 12 -

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Natural Resources and Sustainability Stewardship Advisory Committee held Thursday,
June 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. at the Ogden City Municipal building, 2549 Washington Blvd., Ogden, Weber County, Utah.
Members Present:

Joe Linford
Bill Hackett
Heather Root

Adam Tobey
Bonnie Christiansen
Julie Ray

Members Excused:

Makenna Hill
Rachael Ballard
Pearl Marden

Stephen St. Peter
David Stevenson
Chase Wilson

Ex-Officio:

Jay Lowder
Leesa Brinkerhoff

Amy Mabey

Guests:

State Representative Stephen Handy
Chris Ward
Chris Averka
Ed Macner

Dave Timmerman
Jean (last name inaudible)
Lynn Carol

CALL TO ORDER / WELCOME / ROLE CALL


Joe welcomed the committee members and called the meeting to order.



Leesa called the roll.

HB 411 UPDATE


Joe welcomed State Representative Stephen Handy and the public guests.



Representative Handy addressed the committee on HB 411, which he sponsored. He began with his
autobiography.



HB 411 enacts the Community Renewable Energy Act in the Public Utilities Code.



Gave history of how HB 411 came about and the challenges faced in getting it passed.



Distributed handout given to the legislators when proposing the bill.



The bill is now in the hands of the Public Service Commission. Open stakeholder meetings are public and are
available on their website.



Some of the things that still need to be figured out are the rates, stranded assets, and the opt in and opt out
selections.



To opt in, a municipal body must pass a resolution by December 31st of this year. The body must get with
Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) to obtain information necessary to commit to the resolution. The resolution will
then be approved by the Public Service Commission. Then, municipalities and counties will be passing an
ordinance, which then starts the ball rolling with RMP.



There will be provisions for op in and opt out.

Representative Handy opened up Q&A from the committee members.


Heather asked the steps for opting in or out.
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Bill said he doesn’t see any downside other than fear of the unknown. Representative Handy agreed and feels
there is nothing to fear.



Bill asked if we can justify a possible rate increase of 10%. Representative Handy suggested contacting Salt
Lake City and RMP for their study findings.



Bonnie asked if the analysis would be done by an independent 3rd party or by RMP. Representative Handy said
it’s to be an independent analysis.



Bonnie asked what it means that other communities will be held harmless. Representative Handy used the
example of Ogden City and Riverdale City being next to each other. If Ogden City went through the procedures
as established in the legislature and opted in, and Riverdale City found their rates are lower than Ogden City,
Riverdale residents are not held to the higher rates. Representative Handy emphasized the word “if” because
it’s still being worked out. Also, if someone is already in rooftop solar and net metering, they aren’t eligible.



Joe asked how the Public Service Commission determines rates. Representative Handy said it will be through
qualified specialists “battling” a regulated utility.



Joe asked how long the process will take. Representative Handy said he doesn’t know, but it should be in 2020.



Joe asked, if the Ogden City Council wants to opt in, how binding is it? Representative Handy said they can opt
out as they get clarity as to what the rates will be.



Heather asked what happens if the richer cities do it and others don’t. Representative Handy believes market
forces will be moving quickly and it will have to be a policy decision.



Bill asked, if the Mayor and Council engage, what kind of support they can expect. Representative Handy
suggested Tyler Poulson of Salt Lake City and Luke Cartin from Park City would be good contacts to answer
that. Joe said Josh Craft from Utah Clean Air would be a good contact as well.

Representative Handy strongly recommended members to sit in on Public Commission sessions.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
Dave Timmerman – Ogden City District 1
Is part of a community committee, which is part of the Sierra Club’s push to obtain 100% renewable energy by 2030. It’s
a nationwide campaign that they’re conducting. They’ve been meeting in Ogden for a few months now to try to get the
ball rolling. Dave has communicated via email with Ben Nadolski and Angela Choberka to let them know what they’re
doing and provided some documentation. He offered to hand out a summary of what HB 411 is. An electronic version
was previously forwarded to the committee members. Is interested in helping his group expedite it through the City
Council.
Chris Ward – 17th Street and Kiesel Ave.
Is excited to see pushes in this direction. Chris asked, if there is an Individual opt in and opt out, what makes this
different than the RMP Blue Sky Program. Representative Handy said individuals can still do Blue Sky at their houses.
HB 411 is community wide. He doesn’t know what the rate difference will be between the Blue Sky rates as opposed to
what these projected rates will be. Chris said that, if we let people of Ogden know this through their water bill, it’s easy
for them to miss it. He hopes that it becomes very obvious as to what’s happening.
Jean - Citizen of Ogden for about 20 years (last name was inaudible)
Appreciates the Council for putting together the committee and thanked the committee members for volunteering.
Thanked Representative Handy for his vision with HB 411. Jean feels HB 411 is the single most significant action the
Sustainability Committee can take on. She supports movement to renewable energy for a number of reasons. Her
interest in this is personal and as an individual who supports a heathy community and feels it will be economically good
for Ogden. She’s looking forward to learning how we can all work together to achieve 100% renewable energy.
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Chris Averka – Ogden City resident
Asked why the legislature is stagnating the roof top solar and what are the environmental impacts of doing something
like this, and if it’s being evaluated by sustainability experts. Representative Handy said we have to go out and build
giant utility scale solar farms. There would be an environmental impact that would be related to that. One of the
reasons roof top solar is stagnating is the legislature had provided a tax credit for several years and we’re on a glide path
with the tax credit which is stagnating rooftop solar. Chris said that windmills kill a lot of raptors. Both Bonnie and
Heather offered their insight on this, that the newer windmills don’t kill raptors.
Lynn Carol – Ogden City resident
Is excited by this legislation. She hopes Ogden will get a resolution passed so we can think about joining in the 100%
renewable energy. She agrees that we need to get moving away from fossil fuels. Lynn has rooftop solar and feels bad
she won’t be able to participate in this program, but she still feels it’s important for the City to pursue it.
Ed Macner
Is involved with the Sierra Club committee which supports HB 411. Ed feels the Mayor should ask if other companies
like Tesla were able to get in and make an offer, and to ask what advantage would it be right now to have another offer,
so we can reduce the tax base in this city by allowing its citizens to put in its own sustainability in roof top solar and
solar windows. Representative Handy said legislation has a provision that an RFP will go out so other companies can bid
out.
Joe thanked the public for their interest and being there, and thanked Representative Handy for being there.
APPROVAL OF May 23rd MEETING MINUTES
A motion to approve the May 23rd meeting minutes was proposed, seconded, and approved.
REVIEW DRAFT OF COMMITTEE RULES OF PROCEDURES
The final draft was emailed to members this afternoon. Members will review it for the next meeting. Additional
comments should be emailed directly to Mara and cc Joe, Heather, and Leesa. Jay said to make sure to copy Leesa on
all emails.
USING GOOGLE SHARE FOR COMMITTEE DOCUMENTS


Amy said there are a couple of options for a committee shared information drive. If we use Google as a tool,
everyone will need a Google account. There are many other options available, but Google has the best user
options.



Jay said it should be secured to members of our committee.



Bonnie said we should have naming conventions.



Amy said we should have one person manage it.



Heather said we could have one person manage it, but allow users edit rights.



Amy will work with Leesa to set it up and report on it at the next meeting.

MISSION AND VISION / SUBCOMMITTEES PROPOSAL
Joe asked if everyone has had a chance to look at the email he sent regarding the Mission, Vision, and subcommittees.
Each attending member said they had. He suggested they be discussed even though there weren’t enough members in
attendance to adopt them.
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Mission


Joe asked the committee if they had any thoughts on the proposal.



Bonnie suggested the last sentence of the mission statement to include the words “sustainable and
environmental practices”, and “life sustaining systems and resources”, because climate isn’t necessarily a
resource. Bonnie explained this in further detail. Joe agreed as long as it fits our guiding principle and vision.



There was discussion among the committee members on this. Jay said it should represent the entire
committee.



Joe said to send any changes to the mission and vision statement to him. The committee will review it and
vote on in at the next meeting.



Jay said he feels it’s important that it represents the entire committee.



There are not enough members in attendance to vote as a quorum. We need one more. Joe asked Leesa to
provide access of the audio recording of the meeting to members, so those who are absent in this meeting can
come to the next meeting prepared to vote.

Vision


There was some discussion among the committee regarding the vision, however, it was inconclusive.

Subcommittees


Julie said it’s redundant to have student committees, education, and outreach committees. She would like to
consider combining committees.



Heather is concerned with pigeon holing subcommittees.



Adam requested to be on the education subcommittee.



Bill suggested members serve on committees they are drawn to.



Heather asked if, once the committees are identified, we can make a sign-up sheet for committee members.



Joe said we need to revisit subcommittees and suggested the members list their preferences.



Bonnie suggested renaming the Air Quality subcommittee to Climate and Air Quality. Joe said we should
discuss this at the next meeting.

SCOPE IDEAS AND PRIORITIES
HB 411


Bonnie knows Tyler Poulson and Josh Craft personally and feels they will be willing to come to a meeting to
present how they implemented HB 411. Joe and Jay asked Bonnie to please invite them.



Jay has been working with Utah Clean Energy and they have requested to come and present on July 25th.



Bill suggested we get a timeline and a process on HB 411.



Amy will get with Janene Eller-Smith and determine timelines and a process for HB 411.

JULY 25TH COMMITTEE MEETING
The next meeting is scheduled for July 25th. Because it’s a day after a holiday, it was asked of the committee whether to
hold it on that date, cancel it, or reschedule it. Joe said he prefers to still hold the meeting to keep going on the things
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the committee is working on. Other members agreed, so we will keep it on July 25th. Joe said members who have a
problem with the date, to let the Chair and staff know.
OTHER DISCUSSION


Bonnie will send a link to the committee for registration for the upcoming conference in August.



Joe would like voting items listed on the agenda in bold and CAPS.



Adam said he has to be to work on Thursdays at 5:00 and asked if voting items can be at the front of agenda.
Joe said we can keep it in mind as much as we can.



Joe said, draft rules require members to give 24 hour notice if they are unable to attend a meeting. Even more
notice will be better.



Bill asked if there are any provisions for offsite voting. Jay said the Council can do it, so we should be able to
as well. We’ll clarify with Mara.



Amy said, with 24 hour notice, we can set up a controlled call in number for those who can’t physically attend
the meetings.



Amy said the meetings are audio recorded, so all members have access to it and can prepare themselves to
vote on items. We’ll find a way to include the recordings in the shared drive. Joe said he strongly recommends
members listen to the recording.



Heather expressed her concern that the committee isn’t accomplishing more on HB 411.



Amy said that Council is booked through the end of August, so we won’t be able to request to be on the agenda
until after then.



Amy said the Council sent a formal request yesterday for the committee’s recommendations on HB 411 or
alternative options.



Jay told the committee that they are an independent body, who is recommending to the Mayor and Council
which actions to take. It’s very important to be transparent and not to be tainted by either the Mayor or
Council. Committees rarely meet with the Mayor or the Council except for once a year at a work session to
update them.



Jay asked the committee to please spell out acronyms.



Julie suggested holding 2 meetings per month to get things off the ground.



As of today we’re working with the University of Utah and have installed air monitors at Marshall White Center
as part of a study for the inversions.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, July 25th, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. in the council work room, #310
DELIVERABLES FOR NEXT MEETING
1.

Bonnie will contact Tyler Poulson and Josh Craft to see if they will present at the August meeting.

2.

Committee members to review the final draft of the Committee Rules of Procedures and come prepared to
adopt them.

3.

Committee members to review the subcommittee’s proposal and the Mission and Vision, send comments
before hand, and be prepared to vote and express their preferences as to what subcommittees they want to be
on.
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4.

Amy and Leesa work on google docs site and include folders for the subcommittees proposed to date.

5.

Committee members should be thinking about the strategic plan and priorities and come prepared to share.
(Joe would like some guidance from staff as to how to accomplish this.)

6.

Absent committee members review the audio recording of the meeting minutes and come prepared to vote on
proposed items.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:08 p.m.
Minutes Prepared By:

Minutes Approved By:

_______________________________________________
Leesa Brinkerhoff, Administrative Assistant
Ogden City Public Services

________________________________________________
Jay Lowder
Natural Resources and Sustainability Stewardship
Committee
Date Approved: _________________________________
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Natural Resources and Sustainability Stewardship Advisory Committee held Thursday,
July 25, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. at the Ogden City Municipal building, 2549 Washington Blvd., Ogden, Weber County, Utah.
Members Present:

Joe Linford
Bill Hackett (via phone)
Heather Root
Pearl Marden
Stephen St. Peter

Adam Tobey
Bonnie Christiansen
Julie Ray
Chase Wilson
David Stevenson

Members Excused:

Makenna Hill

Rachel Ballard

Ex-Officio:

Jay Lowder
Leesa Brinkerhoff

Amy Mabey

Guests:

Aimee Urbina – Utah Clean Energy
Brooke Tucker – Utah Clean Energy
Ed Macner – Ogden City Resident

Shelby Stultz – Utah Clean Energy
Representative – Utah Clean Energy

CALL TO ORDER / WELCOME / ROLE CALL


Joe welcomed the committee members and called the meeting to order.



Leesa called the roll.

COMMITTEE QUORUM VOTE ITEM #1 COMMITTEE RULES OF PROCEDURES – Mara Brown


Mara updated the committee on a couple of items on the committee rules of procedures draft:
1.

Page 3 - composition of a committee - clarified that base members and student members have equal vote
and equal participation on all matters, including subcommittees.

2.

Quorum – per the ordinance, is based off the base members present. If there weren’t student members
present, base members would still have a quorum, because it would be one half plus one of the base
members. Mara suggested the ordinance should be changed to include student members for quorum. So,
until then, we may want to say that it’s based off of the base members and students are included.

3.

Based on the fact that this is an advisory committee, the Director of Public Services, at the director’s
discretion, can place an item to the agenda for the next meeting.

4.

Recommended language to include, “In consultation with the staff, the committee may vote to postpone an
agenda item to the soonest available meeting due to time constraints or for lack of a quorum, if
postponement doesn’t inconvenience members, staff, or guests present at the meeting.



Joe asked if someone wanted to put forward a motion.



Adam moved to approve it.



It was seconded.



The vote passed unanimously.

OGDEN ENERGY WISE PROJECT PRESENTATION BY UTAH CLEAN ENERGY – Aimee Urbina / Shelby Stultz


Joe introduced Aimee Urbina and Shelby Stultz from Utah Clean Energy and invited them to begin their
presentation.
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Shelby and Aimee are project coordinators.



Brooke Tucker introduced herself as the Director of Energy Efficiency.



Energy Wise is a joint effort with the governor’s office of energy development.



Project partners are:





1.

Utah Clean Energy (Implementer)

2.

Brendle Group (Co-Implementer)

3.

Governor’s Office of Energy Development (Oversight)

4.

Department of Energy (Funding Source).

Key project deliverables are:
1.

Ogden energy consumption baseline data assessment

2.

Formally adopted energy efficiency and resilience goal(s)

3.

Development of implementation plan

Included pie charts showing 2018 Community Electricity Use, 2018 Community Electricity Cost, and 2018
Number of Customers. All were provided by Rocky Mountain Power (RMP)



Concerned about looking at social economic data as well and showed mapping of population density and
percentage of households below poverty line.



Analyzing where areas of diversity are in the city.



Starting to enter formally adopting energy efficiency and resilience goals. Aimee handed out goal setting
questionnaire.



Resilience definition is defined by the Department of Energy. The resilience goal was explained.



Bonnie asked if the commercial business includes small business and large business. Shelby said it does
include both, but not industrial businesses. And, they don’t have anything from the natural gas side because of
delays in data requests.





Goal formats are:
1.

Energy-reduction goals

2.

Renewable energy goals

3.

Economic savings goals

4.

Incentive-related goals

5.

Participation goals

Aimee showed a slide of what other cities have done, such as Moab- UT, Park City - UT, Missoula – MT, Bend –
OR.



Bonnie said 100% renewable energy should be a goal.



Jay asked what happens if they don’t reach their goals. Shelby said she doesn’t know yet. Brooke said goals
do not include penalties, like a mandate would.



Municipal facilities here in Ogden are already taking steps to share in successes of communities like with
Weber State University (WSU).



Chase Wilson said he works at WSU and is working a lot with the communities. It will be interesting to see
which private businesses will participate and what they are willing to do.



Shelby said we have a lot of support from RMP and Dominion Energy in this project.



Bonnie said it’s going to take everyone if we’re going to reach a sustainable community goal.



Shelby asked the committee what kind of tangible goals they would like to see as community members, and
what types of incentives.



Joe said providing feedback is a little premature since most of us don’t know the details.
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Bonnie said she didn’t see anything on their list about energy code enforcement. Shelby said it would be a
good opportunity to pull in Mr. Anderson, their Utah Clean Energy supervisor on this projects, as he could be a
good resource.



City codes cannot be harsher than state mandated codes.



Brooke emphasized that a lot of this will not be reinventing the wheel.



Shelby asked who should be included in establishing these goals. Amy responded that it should be the Council
and Mayor.



Joe thanked them for the presentation and they were excused.

PUBLIC MEETING TRAINING – Tracy Hansen


Joe introduced Tracy Hansen, the City Recorder, for training on public meetings.



Tracey said the State of Utah requires training for public and open meetings.



Section 52-4-103 describes a meeting:
1.

A convening of a public body with quorum present to discuss, receive comment, or act on a matter
under its jurisdiction or advisory power.

2.

Not a chance or social meeting

Describes a public body:
1.





a.

Is created by ordinance or resolution;

b.

Expends, disburses, or is supported by tax revenue; and

c.

Is vested with the authority to make decisions regarding the public’s business

Participation:
1.

Can participate via electronic means with proper public notice

2.

Public must have a way to attend/participate – anchor location

3.

Must be adopted into existing rules/policy (per Administrative Policy 1799)

Public Notice:
1.



As any administrative, advisory, executive or legislative body of the state or political subdivision that:

A public body must give notice at least 24 hours before each meeting. The public notice must:
a.

Include the date, time and place of meeting;

b.

Include an agenda that lists topics with reasonable specificity to be considered;

c.

Be posted at the principal office of the public body;

d.

Be provided to a newspaper or local media correspondent;

e.

Be posted on the Utah Public Notice Website; and

f.

Be posted on the City’s website (City policy)

A public body may discuss a topic raised by the public that is not listed on the agenda, but may not take final
action on that topic at that meeting.



In addition, a public body that holds regular meetings that are scheduled in advance over the course of a year
shall give the public notice at least once each year of its annual meeting schedule.



State law allows for meeting for “emergency or urgent” matters if:
1.

Unforeseen circumstances are necessary for a public body to hold an emergency meeting to consider
matters of an emergency or urgent nature;

2.

Best practicable notice must be given of the time and place of meeting, as well as topics to be
considered;

3.

Minutes must include a statement of the unforeseen circumstances that made the emergency
meeting necessary
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Tracey showed a slide of a sample agenda.



Minutes and Recordings – Sections 52-4-203 and 52-4-206
1.

A public body must keep written minutes and a recording of all meetings. A recording is not required
for a site visit or field trip.

2.

3.

4.

Recording shall:
a.

Be a complete unedited record from beginning of meeting through adjournment; and

b.

Be properly identified with public body name, date, time and place.

Written minutes shall include:
a.

The date, time, and place of meeting;

b.

The names of members present and absent;

c.

The substance of matter proposed, discussed or decided;

d.

A record of the vote taken;

e.

Available to the public within a reasonable time; and

f.

Approved by the public body

A public body must make a recording of an open meeting available to the public within three business
days.



Minute Content:
The primary objective for minutes is to preserve a record of business transacted at a meeting. Minutes should:
1.

Summarize actions of the public body;

2.

Be clear and concise;

3.

Be objective;
a.

4.

Have a logical flow
a.

5.

Don’t include interpretations of the mood or tone such as “a heated discussion took place;”
Even if meeting is fragmented, minutes should be logically organized

Be consistent with organization’s format standards
a.

Summary of meeting as outlined by the Open and Public Meetings Act

b.

Not a word for word transcription

COMMITTEE QUORUM VOTE ITEM #2 – APPROVAL OF MAY 23RD AND JUNE 27TH MEETING MINUTES - Committee


Joe asked if someone wanted to put forward a motion to approve the May 23 rd and June 27th meeting minutes.



Bonnie moved to approve meeting minutes.



All committee members voted “aye.”



Result - Approved

COMMITTEE QUORUM VOTE ITEM #3 – MISSION AND VISION – Joe Linford
Mission:


Joe mentioned Bonnie’s suggestion from the previous meeting to amend the last sentence of the mission
statement to include the words, “sustainable and environmental practices” and “and life sustaining systems
and resources”. He asked if anyone else had something to add. No one else had anything to add, so it was
placed before the committee to vote. The committee unanimously voted to include Bonnie’s recommended
language.

Vision:


Bonnie recommended taking out the term “use” and replace it with “and be supported by”.
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Heather moved to accept Bonnie’s amendment. All voted “aye” and it passed unanimously.



Joe said the annual plan will be discussed at another time.

HB 411 UPDATE


Amy said the Council is aware the committee is looking at the item currently. Pending recommendation from
this committee, it is scheduled for the October 1st work session. Joe or Jay can present it.



Amy explained the process and said the Council is very much on top of it, and there are no foreseen issues with
the timelines. Mara will put together the resolution for review by the committee.



Bonnie asked what the actual adoption date would be. Amy said we’re not sure at this time.



Joe said we have received a formal request from City Council for the committee’s recommendations on HB 411.

SUBCOMMITTEE DISCUSSION – Committee


Joe asked if everyone had a chance to review the recommendations for subcommittees that he sent out. He
asked if there were any thoughts, comments, or changes.



Bonnie recommended to change the name of the Air Quality subcommittee to Air Quality and Climate
subcommittee.



Joe asked how the committee feels about the number of subcommittees and if they’re focused enough.



Julie said she feels the Student subcommittee and Education and Community Outreach committee may
overlap. She recommended they be combined.



Pearl said she is also interested in combining them.



Stephen agreed that it makes sense to combine them.



Joe asked the committee if the Student subcommittee be disbanded. All agreed that it should.



Joe said there are 2 changes to the proposed subcommittee; 1. Change the name of the Air Quality
subcommittee to Air Quality and Climate subcommittee, 2. Disband the Student subcommittee. He moved to
adopt the subcommittees as proposed with the 2 amendments. All voted Aye.



Joe asked the committee members which subcommittees they would like to be on. They responded as follows:
Education and Community Outreach Subcommittee
o Julie Ray
o Pearl Marden
o Chase Wilson
o Adam Toby
o Stephen St. Peter
o Rachel Ballard (Pearl said Rachel will be interested in this subcommittee)
o MaKenna Hill (Heather said MaKenna is interested in this subcommittee and possibly another)
Government/Private Partnership Subcommittee
o
o
o

Stephen St. Peter
Joe Linford
Chase Wilson

Air Quality and Climate Subcommittee
o
o
o
o

Bill Hackett
Bonnie Christiansen
Heather Root
David Stevenson
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Water Quality, Supply and Conservation Subcommittee
o
o
o

Bill Hackett
Bonnie Christiansen
Joe Linford

Solid and Hazardous Waste Reduction and Recycling Subcommittee
o
o
o

Adam Toby
Joe Linford
David Stevenson (David had to leave the meeting early. Joe suggested David may have an
interest and will talk with him)

Sustainable Energy Subcommittee
o
o
o
o

Pearl Marden
Bonnie Christiansen
Heather Root
Stephen St. Peter

Open Space Subcommittee
o
o
o
o


Julie Ray
Chase Wilson
Heather Root
Adam Toby

Joe told the committee that it’s the responsibility of each subcommittee to choose its chair person. Larger
ones may want to consider a vice chair too.



Mara said subcommittees can meet anywhere. Amy said meeting space needs can be arranged through staff
for city facilities.



Prior to David leaving the meeting early, Joe asked him if he had any voting inputs. David said his strong
preference would be the air quality subcommittee.

SHARED DRIVE FOR COMMITTEE DOCUMENTS - Amy Maybe / Leesa Brinkerhoff


Leesa said that the city’s IT and Legal departments, and Recorder’s office want this to be on OneDrive, the city’s
software rather than Google. The city has more control over OneDrive.





Amy and Leesa reviewed the initial shared folders set up. They are:
o

Committee Admin Documents

o

Shared Resources

o

Subcommittees

Stephen asked if committee members will have permissions to add files. Leesa said yes. He also asked if,
when a document is added to these folders, it will ping committee members to notify them that a document
was posted. Leesa said she didn’t know, but would find out.



Mara said, if you are doing any emailing, to keep it as administrative content and to keep the discussions of the
documents to meetings.



Bill suggested that documents be either as an agenda item where they’re accounted for, and/or reference them
in the minutes.
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Joe said, if you’re going to upload documents as a resource, and you want something to be considered in a
committee meeting, send an email notifying members that it’s been placed in the shared folder and that you’ve
requested it being included on the agenda.

OTHER DISCUSSION


David Stevenson said he has been working with people around the country for about 3 years now to bring a
recycle mill here to make 100% recycled paper. The lieutenant governor announced it about 2 weeks ago. The
recyclers in the state all send their paperboard and paper about 1,000 miles to the nearest paper mill. The
paper mills make paper and send it back about 1,000 miles to Utah. There are hundreds of trucks on the road
every day to accomplish this. Just the emissions for one of the plants for getting 200 trucks per day off of the
road is 100,000 tons of just CO, plus other toxins. Joe asked David if there is anything he could forward to us.
David said yes.



Bonnie said Tyler Poulsen and Josh Craft have committed to presenting to the committee at the August 22 nd
meeting. Bonnie will give them Leesa’s contact information.



Agenda items requests must be submitted no later than 5 business days prior to Joe, Heather, Jay, and Leesa.
Joe said agenda items are prioritized, so it’s possible a request may not be accepted for a particular meeting.
We’ll do our best to accommodate everyone.

PUBLIC COMMENT – Ed Macner, Ogden City Resident


Asked how he can access the committee’s information. Jay said we can look at getting it on our webpage.



Amy said it will probably take some time to have it online.



Adam said education and outreach is coming soon.

DELIVERABLES FOR NEXT MEETING


Have subcommittee chairs and, if preferred, vice chairs designated by the next meeting. They must be other
than committee Chair and Vice Chair.



Read HB 411 before next meeting to be prepared for the presentation.



Joe assigned the Education and Community Outreach Subcommittee to research the web and social media as a
communications tool and make recommendations at the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT


The meeting was adjourned at 5:49 p.m.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, August 22, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. in the council work room, #310
Minutes Prepared By:

Minutes Approved By:

_______________________________________________
Leesa Brinkerhoff, Administrative Assistant

________________________________________________
Jay Lowder
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Ogden City Public Services

Natural Resources and Sustainability Stewardship
Committee
Date Approved: _________________________________
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Natural Resources and Sustainability Stewardship Advisory Committee held Thursday,
August 22, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. at the Ogden City Municipal building, 2549 Washington Blvd., Ogden, Weber County, Utah.
Members Present:

Joe Linford
Bill Hackett
Heather Root
Pearl Marden
David Stevenson

Adam Tobey
Bonnie Christiansen
Julie Ray
Chase Wilson
Makenna Hill

Members Excused:

Stephen St. Peter

Rachel Ballard

Ex-Officio:

Jay Lowder
Leesa Brinkerhoff

Amy Mabey

Guests:

Tyler Poulson – Salt Lake City Sustainability Program Manager
Jeff Bousson - Utah Clean Energy Climate Program Manager

CALL TO ORDER / WELCOME / ROLE CALL


Joe welcomed the committee members and the public and called the meeting to order.



Leesa called the roll.

COMMITTEE QUORUM VOTE ITEM #1 APPROVAL OF JULY 25TH MEETING MINUTES


Joe asked if someone wanted to put forward a motion to approve the July 25th meeting minutes.



Bill motioned to approve the meeting minutes.



All committee members voted “aye.”



Result - Approved

HB 411 PRESENTATION – Tyler Poulson and Jeff Bousson


Joe introduced Tyler Poulson and Jeff Bousson and turned the time over to them.



Tyler said the bill represents a partnership with Salt Lake City (SLC), Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) and others
in the community. It goes back to the year 2016, when Salt Lake City and RMP signed a joint cooperation
statement. In 2016 the SLC City Council adopted a resolution of a goal to achieve 100% renewable electricity
supply for the entire community. In order to get there, we needed authority to deliver upon that goal and
realized RMP is a regulated company, regulated by the State of Utah and needed legislative authority before
moving forward. In 2016 the resolution was passed and we signed the cooperation statement. After signing
the statement, we published a plan in the year 2017.



The reason behind the goal is to reduce our carbon footprint. SLC has a goal to reduce it 80% over the next 2
decades. The bill was passed in legislature this past March and adopted with a strong vote of 48 to 24.
Governor Herbert signed it into law on April 22, 2019.



There are 3 principals of law:
1.

No costs or benefits shifted to other customers in Utah. The financial impact and financial benefits of
this transition need to be isolated only to those communities who are participating.

2.

Goal is a net 100% renewable electricity.
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3.

Requires customers within any community that want to move forward to have the option to stay with
RMP standard rates. It also requires proper noticing to allow people to opt out.



Jeff explained that Utah Clean Energy (UCE) is a local non-profit committed to building the clean energy
economy.



Is not trying to sell the bill, just to educate the bill.



As a result of this bill, UCE essentially offers a pathway for communities served by RMP to achieve net 100%
renewable electricity by 2030.



The bill does not allow for cost shifting to other communities who do not wish to participate.



There are 3 key stakeholders; 1. Community, 2. RMP, 3. Public Services Commission (PSC).



Renewable resources include solar, wind, hydropower, and geothermal.



Rulemaking and rates are set by the Public Services Commission.



Step 1 – Community adopts a resolution by December 31, 2019 stating a goal to achieve net 100% renewable
energy by 2030. This is not legally binding.



Step 2 – In 2020, community’s governing body signs agreement with RMP to:


Determine renewable energy demand



Determine renewable resources needed



Pay costs of regulatory services and fees



Step 3 – RMP files the final renewable energy program with the PSC. The estimated timeline for Step 3 to take
place is 2020 or 2021.



Step 4 – Through the program application and approval process, projected rates and terms are defined by the
PSC. Estimated rate impacts to customers are determined.



Sep 5 – Community adopts the ordinance within 90 days after the PSC issues an order approving the
community renewable energy program to obtain net 100% clean, renewable electrical energy for all customers
in the community.



Step 6 – Choice for customers to opt-out with proper noticing requirements, which include 2 designated
notices issued 60 days prior to the commencement of the program, including the rates. This is separate of
standard billing and the cities would have to cover the costs. Once the program officially starts, there will be a
90 day window for constituents to opt out of the program without a termination fee.



Each and every customer has a choice:





Standard electricity rate



Standard renewable energy rate

Communities, utility and regulatory agencies and Utah legislature:


Provided resident with choice of power



Provided power of choice for electric rates



Communities in Utah who are considering passing a resolution, or who have adopted a resolution are Salt Lake
City, Park City, Summit County, Moab, and Cottonwood Heights.



David asked which of these communities have done a resolution. Tyler said Moab, Park City, and Salt Lake City.



David asked if the adoption has to be done on a ballot or city council resolution. Tyler said it depends on the
local government.
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Adam asked if there is a projection of costs increasing over time. Tyler said rates will be driven by market and
regulatory forces, and ultimately how the rates are structured and applied to customer bills. It needs to be
identified by a pretty rigorous rate case in Step 4.



Heather asked what happens to a customer who doesn’t realize they want to opt out in the first 90 days and will
they have a choice. Tyler said there is a number of steps to the customer engagement. Following those,
customers have the ability to leave the program and pay a termination charge, which is yet to be determined.



David asked if there has been anything published or prepared regarding the noticing requirements. In
discussions with some Ogden residents, they are concerned with an increase to their utility bill because of their
finances. Tyler said nothing is published, but there is open dialogue going on. They are happening now in rule
making. The bill has some language, but rule making will be more comprehensive.



Bonnie asked if someone opts out within 90 days, can they choose to get back in. Tyler said under the law they
can, but there may be some penalties which will be determined by the PSC.



Heather feels the utilities are already adopting renewable resources regardless of this process. She asked how
cities, who are signing on, change the renewable vs nonrenewable mix in the difference in the fraction of energy
that is from renewable resources across our region. Tyler said the State of Utah uses 33 billion kilowatt hours
of electricity per year and Ogden would be a percentage of that.



Makenna asked if there has been a prediction of RMP as to how much they are going to put into renewable
sources in the next decade, before getting all the information about the communities that want to be involved.
Tyler said yes. Every 2 years, RMP publishes an Integrated Resource Plan. It’s online to review.



Bonnie asked what their other plans are in the RFP. Tyler said they are doing sizable investments in renewables
such as wind power in Wyoming, among many others, but he can’t comment on it percentage wise without
looking. Jeff offered to reach out to his colleagues who are heavily involved with the RFP process. Makenna
asked if it mentions non-renewable energy. Tyler said yes.



Jay asked if anyone has a feel if it’s going to be sticker shock. Tyler said it’s a very mechanical process of the 6
steps to help with this. The expectation all along are impacts which are tolerable.



Amy confirmed that if we don’t have a resolution by December 31st, we won’t be eligible to participate in the HB
411 program. Tyler said there are other programs the City could participate in. Amy asked how the cost benefit
to customers is controlled. Tyler said the filing takes up to a year. It identifies intended resources and how
they will be utilized.



Bonnie asked if communities would need to pay a carbon tax. Tyler said it’s possible.



Joe asked, if the City signs the agreement in Step 2, it doesn’t commit the city until Step 5. Tyler said the
agreement will allow you to move into that filing, but one component of the bill says that participating
communities collectively pay for the 3rd party technical assistance needed by the State of Utah regulatory staff
to construct the rates to accomplish the very challenging goals, as well as additional outside resources. That
cost is still to be determined and will be informed by rulemaking this year. If a city falls through the ordinance,
it will pay for the first round from a municipal account.



Joe said we’d be interested in a sample template of the resolution.



Heather asked if we can have a copy of their slides for our files. Tyler said SLC’s web page contains a 10 FAQ
section we can link to: https://www.slc.gov/sustainability/100-renewable-energy-community-goal/



Joe said we have to have enough information to present to Council and we have plenty of time to meet the
deadline.



Jay said we have already moved to get this on the council agenda, so there is a scheduled date for them to
review and have drafted an initial resolution.
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Amy said it’s scheduled for October 1st. It will be a work session meeting. We’ll be getting information out to
the public for input prior to giving it to Council. Amy offered the public guests the option to sign up to receive
email information on the Council side of things.



Joe thanked the presenters and they were excused.

SUBCOMMITEEE UPDATES

Education and Community Outreach Subcommittee
The Chair is Adam Tobey. He addressed the committee:


The subcommittee met and it was decided that Adam would be Chair and Chase will be Vice Chair.



Adam understands the subcommittee will need to work with Mike McBride, the Ogden City Marketing and
Communications Administrator. Leesa said she will get Mike’s contact information to Adam.



The subcommittee wants to be able to share draft documents on Google Drive before putting them on
OneDrive. Mara said it’s ok if it’s just draft documents marked as such.



Adam asked who they should talk to about funding resources. Jay said to talk to him.



Adam asked who to talk to about guidelines to reaching out to other organizations like Sierra Club or Leave No
Trace to build partnerships, especially for community events, and what’s the right terminology to use when
working with them. Mara said the term “Collaboration” should be used.



We’re trying sooner than later to set up an open house for community feedback. Chase said they are looking at
using the WSU Community Education Center at 26th and Monroe to meet. Mara said subcommittees don’t have
to meet the public meeting notice requirements. Adam asked if we have the resource for a Spanish translator.
Jay said yes and talk to him about it.



Joe added that the outreach subcommittee is important and needs to assign someone to answer public
inquiries. The subcommittee is the face to the public, so it’s important to speak as an entire committee.

Government/Private Partnership Subcommittee


The Chair is Stephen St. Peter.



Nothing else to report at this time.

Air Quality and Climate Subcommittee


The Chair is Bonnie Christiansen.



Nothing else to report at this time.

Water Quality, Supply and Conservation Subcommittee


The Chair is Bill Hackett. Bill commented as to why this interests him and what his role might be. He went on
to say he is a professional geologist. He’s has business opportunities and other opportunities in hydrogeology.
There is a preferred way to obtain fresh water for municipal, irrigation, and recreational use without damming
rivers. He is willing and able to serve the committee to develop alternative plans rather than projects that are
currently slated.

Solid and Hazardous Waste Reduction and Recycling Subcommittee


The Chair is David Stevenson.



Nothing else to report at this time.
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Sustainable Energy Subcommittee


The Chair is Bonnie Christiansen.



Nothing else to report at this time.

Open Space Subcommittee


The Chair is Chase Wilson.



Nothing else to report at this time.

David asked if there was any discussion about combining the Air and Sustainable Energy subcommittees. Bonnie said
there was discussion and it was felt that they are 2 separate subcommittees.
Makenna would like to be on the Education and Community Outreach, Government/Private Partnership, Air Quality and
Climate, and Sustainable Energy subcommittees.
COMMITTEE GOALS, PRIORITIES, AND TIME FRAMES DISCUSSION


Joe asked for the subcommittees to provide the committee with focus. For the September meeting, Joe wants
the subcommittees to propose what they feel are their priorities and goals, including timelines. Prioritize them
and recommend to the full committee what they think from their subcommittee, what the whole committee
should concentrate on first. In doing so, from the subcommittees, we’ll be able to gather what our priorities as
a full committee will be.



Heather suggested one of the priorities to be to figure out what other organizations and committees are
working on, i.e. Urban Forestry and Weber Pathways. Joe agreed and said another example of this would be
how to reach out to entities relative to the Government / Private Partnership Subcommittee.



Bill said he needs similar guidance for the water quality and needs contacts from Jay. Jay said Leesa can set
up meetings and added the he would like the committee to tour the treatment plant.



Makenna said there are lots of things that came up in their meeting that they want to do, but don’t know how to
approach them. She suggested that subcommittees have a person that they can go to if there is a question
that has to be answered before they can move forward. Jay said it will be him for administration and Amy for
the Council. They will try to get answers within 24 hours.

OTHER DISCUSSION


Bonnie asked if HB 411 will be on the agenda for next meeting. Jay said yes, as the committee needs to be
informed to be able to recommend to Council for the October 1st work session.



Heather asked if the committee can review the resolution draft prior to the next meeting. Amy will check with
Mara to see. Jay said it will be posted on the agenda as an action item.



Heather asked how specific the voting needs to be. Amy said the Council wants to know whether or not the
committee is in support of the initial resolution.



Jay explained the responsibilities and the process, adding that the committee doesn’t have to be voting on the
technical terms of the resolution.



Amy said it may end up being tweaked by the Council or the Mayor.



David asked if anyone from the City talked to anyone from the County about who we can share this information
with. He will reach out to Gage Froerer.



Jay said the committee’s whole role is to represent the citizens of this City and we can’t worry about the other
communities.
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Bill asked if there’s any way to guarantee a quorum to vote at the next meeting. Joe said he feels we should
have enough.



Joe said he’ll be unavailable for the first 2 weeks in September.



Joe said he appreciates everyone’s participation.

PUBLIC COMMENT
David Ferro– Resident and Dean of Engineering, Applied Science and Technology at WSU

Interested in fulfilling the HB 411 goal in terms of economic development and workforce development. Last
week they formed a committee of local outdoor manufactures who want to attract young people to the industry
here and show a commitment to sustainability.
David Timberman – Ogden resident, District 4

Would like to see the City Council and the committee expedite the process in time to meet the deadline for the
resolution.
Linda Ceballos – Ogden resident

Asked how long it takes a community to adopt this and why has the legislature and RMP only given us a year?
Tyler said Salt Lake City has been collaborating for 4 plus years.
Min Carol – Ogden resident

Asked the committee to vote at the next meeting to recommend or not recommend to City Council.
Mitch Drewes – North Ogden resident

Purchased 4 solar blocks from the Blue Sky Program. RMP already has a 20 megawatt solar plant in Millard
County, Utah. They should know the cost of getting solar into the system and should have a 30 year cost
benefit estimate. Perhaps it can be shown to the communities that solar should beat out prices anyway. Mitch
said he’s impressed with RMP.
Alice Mulder – Sustainability Center Director at WSU, Ogden resident

Thanked the committee for their work and the presentation. She encouraged the committee to shift this on to
the City Council asking them to approve it to give residents a choice.
Angel Castillo – Ogden resident, Ogden City Planning Commissioner

Said she can’t emphasize enough the urgency behind getting this approved and moving on. Highly encourages
the City Council to vote yes.
Eleanor Thompson – South Ogden resident

Thanked Tyler for his efforts. RMP has places where they are building other solar fields. Explained some of the
differences between RMP and PacifiCorp. Said she sells rooftop solar panels. Told the committee to “get it
done”.
John Meilke – Ogden resident

Asked Tyler how many other communities he anticipates joining. Jeff said he has been presenting to a number
of smaller cities and towns. There are other cities calling and requesting more information. We aren’t doing
any outreach, we’re just providing information. Five cities have asked for sample resolutions.
Carie Frantz – Faculty at WSU in Environmental Sciences

Please give us the opportunity to do this.
Ed Macner – Ogden resident
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Please make the recommendation to accept this resolution. What we do here will help others around the world.

Both Joe and Jay told the public that we have things in place to meet the deadline. Amy said it is currently scheduled for
the October 1st Council Work Session.
DELIVERABLES FOR NEXT MEETING


The subcommittees to propose what they feel their priorities and goals are:
o

Include timelines

o

Prioritize them

o

Each subcommittee recommend to the full committee what they think the whole committee should
concentrate on first

ADJOURNMENT


The meeting was adjourned at 5:32 p.m.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, September 26, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. in the council work room, #310
Minutes Prepared By:

Minutes Approved By:

_______________________________________________
Leesa Brinkerhoff, Administrative Assistant
Ogden City Public Services

________________________________________________
Jay Lowder
Natural Resources and Sustainability Stewardship
Committee
Date Approved: _________________________________
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